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■ヽ THE MATTER OF THE LICENSURE
PROCEEDINGS

RE:SARAH HILLS,RN

Liccnsc No l R044347,

DOH 19-07

0RDER OF SUSPENS10N

Licensee.

0-0‐ 0‐0-0‐ O-0‐ O‐0-O‐0-0‐ O‐0‐0‐O‐0‐0‐0‐O‐0-O‐ O-0‐O

Thc South Dakota 3oard ofNursing,having scparately cntcrcd Findings of Fact and

Conclusions of Law lolloWing a colltcStCd Case hCaring bcforc thc BOard On Ap■
116,2019,and

having vcrbally ordCrcd on thc 16th day ofApil,2019,,o Suspcnd Liccnscc's Sollth Dakota

liccnsc and Ordcr an cvaluation undcr SDCL 36‐
9-49 1,hCrCby issucs LiccnscC lhis Ordcr of

Suspcnsion fOr violation of SDCL§ 36‐9‐49 consistCntヽ vith thc BOard's Findings of Fact and

Conclusions of Law,incolporatcd hcrcin by rcfcrcncc

ltis hcrcby ORDERED:

l      Liccnscc'S liccnse tO praCtiCc as a rCgistcrcd nursc in dlc Statc or SOuth Dakota is

hcrcby suspcndcd

2     Liccnscc iS hcrcby notiflcd that any practicc Of or holding hcrsclfotlt aS a

rcgistcrcd nursc duhng thC tCrm oftlliS SuspcnSiOn is in viOlation of SDCL§
369‐ 68

3     Liccnscc iS OrdCred 10 Stlbmitto an cxaminatiOn under SDCL 36‐
9‐49 1 and,

folowing thc rcsultS OfthC CXaminatiOn,thc BOard、
vill rcconsidcr this OrdCr of Suspcnsion

‐
1-



Licensoe Sa.dn i1ls. RN

Dacdthsιμ鶴メof May,2019
SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OFhlL RSnヽG

G応●ムDam8aard,mヾ ,Ms
Executive Director
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SOUTH DAKOTA 30ARD OF NURSING
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Dヽ THE MATTER OF THE LICENSURE
PROCEEDNCS

RE: SARAH HILLS,RN

Liccnsc No l R044347,

DOH 19‐07

FINDINCS OF FACT
AND CONCLUS10NS OF LAW

Licensee.

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o

The South Dakota Board ofNursing ("Board") noticed a contested case hearing in the

above licensure proceedings, specifically for the Complaint and Notice ofHearing dated March

14. 2019, to be held on April 16, 2019, at 9:00 a.m.

The South Dakota Board ofNursing presided over the proceedings, along with

Administrative Law Judge Catherine Williamson, Office of Hearing Examiners. Licensee Sarah

Hills, RN, appeared personally at the hearing, 2ro .re. Michele Munson, the attomey prosecuting

the licensing matter, presented evidence to the Boaxd on the Complaint. The proceeding was

transcribed by a court reporter. At the hearing, the Board considered the testimony ti"om

witnesses, including Licensee, as well as exhibits offered duing the hearing, argument of

counsel, and the entire record before the Board.

Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-25, the Board issues its final decision in w ting through these

written Findings ofFact and Conclusions oflaw set forth separately tom its wfitt9n Order

issued pursuant to these Findings of Fact and Conclusions ofLaw.
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findh€i of fact 6d Conclusros of Laq
Lic.nsc.r S&ah Hilh. RN

Being charged with the statutory obligation to protect the public health, safety and

welfare set fonh in ARSD 20:48;04:01, e, al, including the protection ofthe public fiom unsafe

nusing practices and practitioners, by clear and convincing evideoce, the Boad hereby makes

the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

L Licensee is licensed to practice as a registered nurse in the State ofsouth Dakota

and holds license number R044347.

2. Licensee, while working as a registered nurse for Avera Sacred Hean in Yankton,

South Dakota, engaged in abnormal charting and medication scaru:ing and had controlled

substance usage that was six standard deviations above the mean compared to the rest ofthe

nurses on the same unit.

3. Licensee 's PFis repon for a six week time fiame confirmed thrce sepamte

instances ofcontrolled medications pulled from Pyxis without an associated patient

administation. One instance was four days after the last klown administration.

4. Licensee's P)r(is report confirmed two instances ofinappropriate wasting of

medications and three instances ofan entire dose being wasted. The Pyxis repon confirmed four

instances ofa late administration of a medication by Licensee.

5. Licensee's peer reponed to Licensee's supervisor that Liceosee charted giving

patient 4mg morphine every two hours du ng the night, but when the Licensee's peer came on

the day shiff, the patient was alert and had no signs ofreceiving medication.



f indrngs olFad and Conclusions ol'Law
Licens.e: S an lnlL. RN

6. When Licensee's employer brought its concems to Licensee's attentioq Licensee

"flew off the handle" and was extremely emotional. License resigned on the spot.

7. Board staffsent a wriften notice ofthe complaint regarding Licensee to the

Licensee and requested an informal meeting with Licensee on January 18, 2019. Licensee did

not respond to Board staff.

8. Board staffmade two attempts to contact the Licensee by telephone and again got

no response l'rom Licensee.

9. The Board considered and ordered summary suspension ofLicensee's License on

March 13, 2019, due to the public health, safety. and welfare imperatively requiring emergency

action.

10. Licensee was later personally served with the summary suspension, complaint,

and notice ofhearing.

11. Licensee appeared at the hearing and testifled dudng the hearing that she

admittedly suffers from mental health stressorc and conditions for which she requires and

receives professional treatment, including counseling and prescription medications.

12. Licensee became emotional, including crying, during her testimony and admitted

that her mental health stressors and conditions very well could have intedered with her ability to

practice nursing safely.

13. Licensee admitted that she practiced nusing after the Board summarily suspended

her liceNe, but she did not have personal knowledge ofthe summary suspension when she

practiced without a license.
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Findines ofFrcl and Conclunonsol LaB
Lrc.nsc. Sdah Hills. RN

14. Licensee denied diverting prescription medications through her emplolment as a

nurse.

From the foregoing findings of fact, the Board draws the followingl

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. That the Board hasjurisdiction and authority over this matter pursuant to ARSD

20:48:04:01.

2. Under SDCL 36-9-49(5), the Board ofNursing may take disciplinary or

corrective action if Licensee negligently' willfully' or intentionally acted in a manner

inconsistent with the health or safety ofpersons entered to Licensee's care'

3. Under SDCL 36-9-49(10), the Board ofNursing may take disciplinary or

corrective action ifLicensee is guilty of unprofessional or dishonorable conduct'

4.UnderSDCL36-9-49.l,theBoardofNursingmaytakgdisciplinalyorcorrective

action pursuant to SDCL 36-9-49 upon a showing that ihe physical or mental condition ofthe

Licensee endangers the health or safety ofthose persons who are or will be entrusted to

Licensee's care.

5. The Board has a statutory obligation to protect the public health' safety and

welfare set forth in SDCL $ 36-9-1 1, including the protection ofthe public from unsafe nursing

practices and Practitioners

6. Under SDCL 1-26-29. ifthe Board finds that public health' sal'ety' or welfare

requirc action, including suspension of a license! suspension may be ordered even on an

emergency basis
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FindinSs of Fld edConclusids ofLr*
Lie c.: Sd.I Hills RN

7. The Board concludes that, given the evidence presented and Licensee's own

admissions at the hearing, Licensee has a mental condition that, ifleft untreated, endangers the

health and safety ofthose persons who are or will be enhusted to Licensee's care.

8. The Board concludes that, without a fufiher investigation into Licensee's mental

health and ability to practice nursing safely, the Board does not have the ability to sulficiently

protect the public health, safety and welfare.

9. The Board concludes that suspension ofLicensee's license, at this time, is needed

to protect the public health, safety and welfare.

10. Pursuant to SDCL 36-9-49.1, the Board concludes that an examination of

Licensee's mental health and fitness to practice nursing safely, by a Board-approved provider,

and at the Board's expense, is required before the Board funher considers whether continued

suspension or reinstatement of Licensee's license is warranted.

I l. The South Dakota Board ofNursing, at the hearing on the l6th day ofApril,

2019, by a vote of 1.0, decided based on these Findings ofFact and Conclusions of Law to

issue an Order ofsuspension. Such Order of Suspension shall be separately entered.

Datcd this`」 rdayOfMay,2019

SOUTH DAKOTA 30ARD OF NURSING

)-

GIoria Damgaard. RN,
Executive Director


